OBJECTIVE: Analyzed the T2R 3, 8, 9, 10, 13, 16, and the TAS2R 40, 42, 43, 48 gene expression of the dysgeusia patients. METHOD: The subjects were 41 patients complaining of dysgeusia. We took specimens by scraping their foliate papillae. From these specimens, taste receptor gene expression was detected using RT-PCR and electrophoresis. RESULTS: The taste receptor genes, TAS2R42 and T2R3, were expressed in the patients with spontaneous abnormal taste sensation at significantly higher levels compared to control healthy subjects. A significant increase in the expression of TAS2R42, TAS2R43, and T2R3 genes was observed in patients with bitter sensation in an empty mouth. A significant difference was observed between the control group and the dysgeusia group without bitter taste sensation in the expression of TAS2R42. CONCLUSION: We suggest that these 3 genes, TAS2R42, TAS2R43, and T2R3, are involved in the receptor-level pathogenesis of the taste phantoms.
The Surgical Management of Preauricular Sinus in Children
Rosslyn Anicete, MD (presenter); Henry Kun Kiang Tan, MBBS, FRCS; Abhilash Balakrishnan, MBBS, FRCS OBJECTIVE: To review the outcome of the surgical management of pre-auricular sinus in the pediatric population with the aid of a microscope or methylene-blue dye and probe. METHOD: 208 out of 305 preauricular sinuses were included in this study (nϭ114 in microscope group, n ϭ 94 in methylene blue dye and probe group). 97 cases were excluded as these patients were not contactable by phone or had inadequate data from the clinical records. The mean age of the patients is 6.5 years old. The overall recurrence rate was 2.4% (95% confidence interval (CI), 0.010-0.055) and the overall complication rate was 6.3% (CI, 0.037-0.104). Surgical excision with microscope-guidance had significantly lower recurrence rate (0.9%) compared to surgical excision with methylene blue dye and probe-guidance (4.3%), with an odds ratio (OR) of 28.4 (CI, 1.22-659.99; P ϭ 0.037). The complication rates were not statistically significant between the two groups. The recurrence and complication rates were not significantly affected by race, gender, sex, location of sinus, indication for surgery, history of previous sinus excision, presence of infection during surgery and duration of surgery. RESULTS: 208 out of 305 preauricular sinuses were included in this study (nϭ114 in microscope group, n ϭ 94 in methylene blue dye and probe group). 97 cases were excluded as these patients were not contactable by phone or had inadequate data from the clinical records. The mean age of the patients is 6.5 years old. The overall recurrence rate was 2.4% (CI 0.010-0.055) and the overall complication rate was 6.3% (CI 0.037-0.104). Surgical excision with microscope guidance had significantly lower recurrence rate (0.9%) compared to surgical excision with methylene blue dye and probe guidance (4.3%), with an odds ratio of 28.4 (CI 1.22-659.99, P ϭ 0.037). The complication rates were not statistically significant between the two groups. The recurrence and complication rates were not significantly affected by race, gender, sex, location of sinus, indication for surgery, history of previous sinus excision, presence of infection during surgery and duration of surgery. CONCLUSION: Surgical excision of preauricular sinus under microscope guidance and under methylene blue and probe guidance in our series have very low overall recurrence and complication rates compared to that reported in the literature. The microscope group has a statistically lower recurrence rate in comparison to the methylene blue and probe group.
Thicknesses of Anterior Neck, Umbilicus Fat Tissue in OSAS
Kadriye Serife Boynukalin Ugur, MD (presenter); Nebil Ark, MD; Gultekin Kizilbulut, MD; Hanifi Kurtaran, MD; Mehmet Gunduz, MD OBJECTIVE: To investigate whether the thickness of anterior neck skin and subcutaneous fat tissue, thickness of umbilicus skin and subcutaneous fat tissue contribute to polysomnographic findings of OSAS and severity of OSAS. METHOD: Seventy three patients with OSAS and 24 control patients in this prospective study were evaluated with one night polysomnography. OSAS patients (73) were classified into 3 groups; mild, moderate, severe. Body mass index (bmi) and anthropometric parameters (neck circumference, waist circumference, hip circumference) were also investigated. We assessed, thickness of anterior neck skin and subcutaneous fat tissue, thickness of umbilicus skin and subcutaneous fat tissue using ultrasound of all patients after one night polysomnography. The distances from the skin to the submandibular gland, thyroid isthmus, suprasternal notch and umbilical skin and subcutaneous fat tissue thickness were measured with ultrasound. Students t-test and Mann-Whitney U correlation test were used in statistical analysis. RESULTS: Sixty-seven patients were male, 30 were female. The whole study groups polysomnographic findings (apneahypoapnea index) were significantly correlated with bmi, anthropometric findings (pϾ0.05). Bmi, anthropometric findings and ultrasonographic measurements of patients were not significantly different between the control and OSAS patient groups (pϾ0.05). Also there were not significant relation between three groups of OSAS patients and control group in respect to bmi, anthropometric findings and ultrasonographic measurements (pϾ0.05).
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